Earlier charcoal haemoperfusion in fulminant hepatic failure.
Charcoal haemoperfusion with a prostacyclin infusion for platelet protection was carried out daily in the treatment of 76 patients with fulminant hepatic failure. in the 31 patients who had been referred early and in whom the serial haemoperfusion was started while signs of grade III encephalopathy were still evident remarkable survival rates were obtained-70% for patients with paracetamol poisoning and 65% for the group overall. Cerebral oedema developed significantly less frequently in this group than in those patients in whom haemoperfusion was started later in the course of the disease, when signs of grade IV encephalopathy were already apparent (49% and 78% respectively, p less than 0.05), and this was likely to have been a major factor in their improved survival. Biocompatibility of the system was excellent, and both platelet and white-cell counts at the end of perfusion periods were the same as pre-perfusion values.